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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


- WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
Lapidar is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers‘and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. Lapidar is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books 
are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. Lapidar acts favorebly in cases of gout, 
skin di , ab , Stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very bene- 
ficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the 
recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of regular Lapidar $2.50 per 
box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or stomach troubles or weak heart 
and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for Special Lapidar mentioning nature of ailment. 
Price $2.85 per box. 


Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 


Joseph B. Shaughnessy, Architect 
508 Reliance Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 


Specializes in Ecclesiastical Art, School and Institutional Buildings. 


Besides being a splendid type of Catholic layman, Mr. Shaughnessy’s 
travels abroad and study of ecclesiastical art eminently fit him for 
church work. He is reasonable as to price, economical in dealing with 
contractors, and a master of detail. His work on our Convent buildings 
at Clyde, since the death of the esteemed Rev. P. Lukas, 0O.S.B., gives 
us cause to recommend him highly. 














To avoid the loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 10th of the month and send both 
OLD and NEW address. 


We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins or 
bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever pos- 
sible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made payable 
to Mother M. Dolorosa. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 


Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England 1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
11038, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


Attractive Premiums for NEW 


Subscriptions 
to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


SPECIAL for Five NEW Subscriptions Paid in Advance: — 


Jesus the King of Love, a remarkable book by the Rev. Father 
Matheo, Apostle of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in Families. 
It is the outpouring of an apostolic heart consumed with the fire of 
love for God, and with an equally consuming desire to bring Jesus into 
the home. Its simple, persuasive words cannot fail to touch the heart. 


For Four NEW Subscriptions 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — a child’s complete prayer- 
book. 160 pages. Bound either in black pin American Seal, Morocco 
grain leather, red under gold edge, stamped in genuine gold on front, 
OR: — 


The same bound in white seal imitation leather, red under gold 


edge, stamped in gold on front. This is excellent as a gift for First 
Holy Communion. OR: — 


Mother of Pearl Rosary, oval beads on white metal chain. An 
attractive pair of beads suitable for any occasion. 


For Two NEW Subscriptions 


An imported French Gray metal Shield of the Sacred Heart, 3% x 
3% inches. The attractive figure of the Sacred Heart in relief sur- 
rounded by the words: “I will bless every place where a picture of My 
Heart shall be exposed and honored,’’ makes it a pleasing gift. 


Placard of the Blessed Virgin. A beautiful celluloid-covered easel. 
Will bring an atmosphere of devotion into any of your rooms. Stand 
it on your desk, piano, dressing table, etc. OR: — 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — as above, except bound 
in cloth. Colors: black, white, blue, red or rose flexible cloth, cut flush. 


For One NEW Subscription 


Two paper-bound booklets. Devotion to the Precious Blood ex- 
plains how to make practical use of the Precious Blood. Good St. Ann 
Her power and dignity; also contains a litany and prayer. OR: — 


Manual of Prayers: Contains Mass prayers, confession and Com- 
munion devotions, the Epistles and Gospels for Sundays and feast days, 
and other prayers. Black cloth binding, red edges, 144 pages. Handy 
vest pocket size. Appreciated by men and boys. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











O Eternal Father, we offer Thee the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ 
for the relief of the Suffering Souls! 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev 
Francis Gilfillan, D.D., Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 





Vol. 27 July, 1931 No. 3 





The Priceless Pledge of Redemption 





HE excellence and sublimity of devotion to the Precious 

Blood shines forth gloriously from the words of the 
prophets, who made wonderful predictions in its regard. 
It likewise reveals itself in types of the Old Testament 
and can be estimated according to the priceless value of 
this Pledge of our Redemption, as well as by the rich fruits it 
produces for the salvation of souls. 

Let us commence with the prophets: What did the Patriarch Jacob 
have in mind when he said: “He shall wash his robe in wine, and his 
garment in the blood of the grape” (Gen. xlix. 11) — what else but 
the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ wherewith this Savior would 
besprinkle the Church, His Bride? How plainly did the Prophet 
Isaias see the Precious Blood flowing from the wounds of the future 
Redeemer when he wrote: “He was crushed, He was wounded,” and 
when he invited us to draw waters with joy out of the Savior’s 
fountains (xii. 3). 

The Prophet Zacharias likewise beheld in spirit the Blood of the 
Redeemer when he said: “In that day there shall be a Fountain open 
to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for the 
washing of the sinner” (xiii. 1). The Precious Blood of our Divine 
Savior is verily an overflowing fountain in the house of the true David, 
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the Catholic Church, wherein souls are purified from all stains of sin. 
It may also, according to the expression of the Prophet Micheas, be 
called a boundless ocean. “He will put away our iniquities: and He 
will cast all our sins into the bottom of the sea” (vii. 19). 

Let us now observe the types which prefigured this Precious 
Blood. What type could be clearer and more striking than the inno- 
cent blood of Abel shed by the hands of the cruel Cain? than the 
blood of the Paschal lamb wherewith the dwellings of the Israelites in 
Egypt were marked and which on account of this sign were spared 
from the sword of the destroying angel? 

What did the blood of the sacrifices of the Old Law signify if 
not the Blood of the Immaculate Lamb which in the fullness of time 
would be shed for the blotting out of the sins of mankind? The 
patriarchs and prophets and all the just who died before Christ, 
beholding the Precious Blood with the eyes of faith, offered It to 
God with the firm trust that by Its infinite merits they would become 
blessed. One can therefore say that the veneration of the Precious 
Blood has even preceded Christianity and can vouch that it will 
continue as long as the Catholic Church endures, that is, forever. 
How could it come to an end, since, according to the words of Jesus 
Himself, this adorable Blood is the seal of the Old and of the New 
Testament: “This is the Chalice of My Blood of the New and Eternal 
Testament.” 

The Church will not cease to offer this Chalice to God for the 
purification of souls and to beg mercy for them till the end of time 
when Jesus Christ will appear as judge to reward those who have 
availed themselves of this Precious Blood for their salvation and to 
punish those who through their own fault have neglected to do so. 

Who can estimate or express the incomparable value of such a 
treasure? Yet, is it not sufficient to say that It is the Blood of the 
Incarnate Word? St. Chrysostom calls It the “salvation of souls;” 
St. Thomas of Aquin, the “key to the treasures of heaven;” St. Ambrose, 
“costly gold of infinite worth;” St. Bernard, “a trumpet, the sound 
of which proclaims mercy and clemency;” the seraphic St. Mary 
Magdalen de Pazzi, “a magnet which draws souls to itself, the price 
of our Redemption, the salutary bath of our souls, the sure pledge 
of eternal life.” 


Fountain of Spiritual Gifts 


What effects will this devotion produce in us? There is no doubt 
that all for whom this sacred Blood flowed may gather inexpressible 
treasures from It. In this adorable Blood, sinners find their con- 
version, the just their perseverance, all mankind the remission of sins 
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and victory over temptations. This holy Blood enkindles in apostolic 
men holy zeal for the honor of God; It inflames the holy martyrs with 
love, gives courage to confessors, makes frail virgins heroines of 
patience and preserves in their hearts the lily of virginity; in one 
word, It is the fountain of spiritual gifts. Oh, would it were vouch- 
safed us to relate the consolations which souls enjoy who go often 
to this fountain of life, — to describe the power which they draw from 
it to make progress in their life of virtue and on the way of perfection! 

O Precious Blood, Thou worthy object of our affections, with what 
mysterious skill art Thou able to inflame souls with the Divine fire 
of love! Does not our Jesus, languishing on the Cross, covered with 
wounds and overrun with blood, seem to cry out to us: “Come and 
see that I am your God!”? And who could succeed in describing the 
love which induced Him to shed His Blood for us — a tender, a 
boundless, a gracious love, a love which we should ever contemplate 
attentively with the eyes of our soul, and the more so, since the disre- 
garding of it draws upon us an unhappy state of tepidity in the 
service of God. But ah, how painful it is to see the majority of 
mankind display so culpable an indifference toward the Precious 
Blood, their priceless pledge of Redemption! Where are those who 
occupy themselves with this treasure? who sing the praises of the 
sacred Blood of Jesus? who dedicate to It their emotions of love? 
Alas, how few their number among the millions whom God created to 
render Him homage! 

Do you, Christian souls, who are concerned about your eternal 
salvation, do you make it your holy occupation to dedicate at least 
one month — the month of July —to the Precious Blood of your 
Redeemer, striving through tenderest and most loving homage to make 
satisfaction for this great coldness and indifference. For, as once the 
Israelites who had sprinkled their door-posts with the blood of the 
lamb were spared by the destroying angel, so you too, signed by the 
Blood of the Immaculate Lamb, will be shielded against the darts 
of Divine wrath directed toward you on account of your many mis- 
deeds, and you will also obtain the happiness of averting them from 
sinners. 


Practical Veneration of the Precious Blood 


1. Assisting at Holy Mass, where the self-same Blood that was 
shed on Calvary flows again for the salvation of sinners. In every 
Holy Mass, Jesus Christ Himself, as High-priest, offers His Body and 
Blood to the Heavenly Father for our sins, that we may venture to 
approach His awful majesty, and become again His beloved children. 

2. Devoutly and frequently receiving Holy Communion. The 
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Sacred Blood is the life of Jesus in the Sacred Host, and in Holy 
Communion It is applied to our souls in a special manner for the 
expiation of our sins and for our sanctification. 

3. Receiving the sacrament of Penance worthily, in which our 
souls are bathed in the Blood of the Immaculate Lamb and adorned 
again with the beauty of sanctifying grace which we had lost through 
sin. 

4. Frequently offering the Precious Blood to the Eternal Father, 
especially at the elevation of Holy Mass. Each time we do so, we 
offer to the Heavenly Father a gift of infinite worth, and He grants 
in return innumerable precious graces, as our Lord repeatedly revealed 
to the saints. Oh, that every Catholic would adopt this meritorious 
practice and repeat frequently during the day: O Eternal Father, I 
offer Thee the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, in satisfaction for my 
sins and for the wants of Holy Church.* 

5. Performing special devotions in honor of the Precious Blood, 
such as the daily recitation of one or more beautiful prayers composed 
by the saints, the recitation of the Litany, etc., and visits to our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament in honor of His Precious Blood. 


Devotion to the Precious Blood (See inside back cover). 





*‘Lead, Kindly Light’’ 


“Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom, 
Lead thou me on. 

The night is dark and I am far from home, 
Lead thou me on.” 


We are all pilgrims on the way to eternity, groping amid the 
“encircling gloom” of earth’s dark night. Were it not for the great 
Light of the Blessed Eucharist, how many of us would lose our way, or 
stumble and fall into the enemy’s snares. Ah, let us give thanks to 
God for this Light and implore Him to let It ever shine upon us, until 
we are safe at our journey’s end, in the inaccessible light of His Beatific 
Vision. What better means to do this than to surround the adorable 
Sacrament with lighted tapers, which, as they slowly consume them- 
selves, symbolize our undying gratitude — our love which will endure 
to the end? Rare favors, both spiritual and temporal, are obtained 
through this method of honoring the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

In our Adoration Chapels, both at Clyde and Mundelein, many 
candles are kept constantly burning before the Blessed Sacrament 
exposed. For an alms of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned for a 
day and a night for your intention; for $3.50, one week; and for 
$12.00, an entire month, do not fail to honor the Precious Blood in 
the Sacred Host by an offering of one or many candles. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


*Indulgence 100 days each time, Pius VII, Sept. 22, 1817. 
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Outward Forms and Inward Graces 


Preceding installments of articles on Holy Mass: — 


1. The Ambassador of Christ, Mar., 1928 20. ‘‘This is My Blood!’’ Feb., 1930 
2. Plea for Pardon, Apr., 1928 21. O Wonder of Wonders! Mar., 1980 
3. At the Altar, Sept. 1928 22. ‘‘My Lord and My God!’’ April, 1930 
4. Joy in God, Oct., 1928 23. The Heart of the Mass, May, 1930 
5. God’s Hour of Generosity, Nov., 1928 24. Hail, Victim Slain! June, 1980 
6. Heralds Prepare the Way, Dec., 1928 25. The Most Acceptable Oblation, July, 
7. Completeness of the Liturgy, Jan., 1929 1930 
8. ‘‘Iam the Way,’’ Feb., 1929 26. When the Angels Intercede, Aug., 1980 
9. The Torch of Faith, Mar., 1929 27. Unfailing Succor for the Departed, 
10. The Spotless Host, Apr., 1929 Sept., 1930 
11. Symbol of Forgiveness, Repentance and 28. ‘‘Through Him... with Him... in 
Prayer, May, 1929 Him. ..’’ Oct., 1980 
12. Holy Mass — My Sacrifice, June, 1929 29. The Greatest of Prayers, Nov., 1930 
18. The Sacrifice of Praise, July, 1929 30. A Solemn Compact, Dec., 1930 
14. Amid Angel Throngs, Aug., 1929 81. Supplication for Peace, Jan., 1931 
15. Prayers before the ‘‘Great Wonder,’’ 32. Behold the Lamb of God! Feb., 1931 
Sept., 1929 33. ‘‘My Peace I Give Unto You,’’ Mar., 
16. Where Remembrance is Precious, Oct., 1931 
1929 34. The Bread of Heaven, Apr., 1981 
17. ‘‘Fellow-citizens with the Saints,’’ 35. ‘‘May the Body of our Lord Jesus 
Nov., 1929 Christ Preserve Thy Soul Unto Life 
18. Behold, the Lord is Nigh, Dec., 1929 Everlasting,’’ May, 1931 
19. ‘‘This is My Body!’’ Jan., 1930 36. The Eucharistic Banquet, June, 1981 


The Ablution Prayers 
§ CCORDING ‘to the teaching of our holy Faith, Christ whole 


OM) and entire is present even under the smallest particle 
. Sa ~\am| of the sacramental species, and hence the Church has 
7 OR as © prescribed minute rubrics for the purification of the 

celebrant’s fingers and the chalice after the Communion, 
so as to prevent any irreverence or profanation of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. Accordingly, the celebrant after having replaced the ciborium 
in the tabernacle (standing at the center of the altar, his left hand 
resting in the middle of the corporal and holding the paten between 
the fingers) with his right hand offers the chalice to the acolyte toward 
the Epistle side to receive the wine of ablution. At the same time 
he prays: — 

Grant, O Lord, that what we have taken with our mouth we 
may receive with a pure mind; and of a temporal gift may it become 
to us an eternal remedy. 

The acolyte pours into the chalice about the same quantity of 
wine as was used for the consecration. The priest turns the chalice 
around so that the wine may circulate on the sides and cover the whole 
space touched by the consecrated species, and then receives the so- 
called “first ablution,” holding the paten underneath his chin as he 
drinks from the chalice. 

This prayer is very ancient and contains two petitions: first, that 
the outward administration of sacramental Communion may produce 
many graces in us by the reception of the Heavenly Guest into a 
heart purified from all attachment to earthly and transient things and 
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filled with love and longing for the treasures of eternity; and secondly, 
that Holy Communion may guide us unto eternal life. 

By this prayer a distinction is made between communion of the 
tongue and communion of the soul, because some, unfortunately, who 
receive the Body of the Lord, are not spiritually nourished by Him. 
They communicate with His Body, but not, or only little, with His 
Spirit and affections. To these — yea, to all who approach the Holy 
Table — may well be addressed the warning of St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians: “Brethren, I exhort you that you receive not the grace of God 
in vain.” Just as a sick man who received a potion into his hand, 
but did not take it internally, would indeed have received the potion 
‘but in a useless and fruitless way, so too, we receive the grace of 
God in vain when we receive it at the gate of our heart and not within 
the inmost of our soul. It is only by partaking of the Spirit of Christ, 
His truth, His holiness — in a word, by intercommunion of souls — 
that the heavenly gifts bestowed upon us in time will heal our souls 
of all evil in this life and avail us unto life everlasting. 

Communion is here termed a “temporal gift,” partly because the 
Sacrifice and the Sacrament are intended only for the time of our 
earthly pilgrimage; partly because they are consummated in a short 
time. But, though the sacramental presence lasts only a few minutes, 
if we consider the end for which our Lord gave us His Flesh as food 
and His Blood as drink, and the effects which they produce, we must 
conclude that the union of Christ’s Flesh with our flesh has its com- 
pletion only in the union of the spirit which, if not interrupted by sin, 
will continue during our whole life and throughout eternity. 

After drinking the wine of purification, the priest places the 
paten on the rear part of the corporal and the chalice on the fore 
part, in front of the paten; then, holding his forefingers and thumbs 
over the cup of the chalice, which he supports with the other fingers, 
he goes to the Epistle side, where the acolyte pours first wine and 
then water over his fingers into the chalice. Meanwhile the celebrant 
prays: — 

May Thy Body, O Lord, which I have received, and Thy Blood 
which I have drunk, cleave to my bowels; and grant that no stain 
of sin may remain in me, whom Thy pure and holy sacraments have 
refreshed; who livest and reignest, world without end. Amen. 

Having received the wine and water into the chalice, he removes it 
towards the corporal and places it on the altar, without withdrawing 
his fingers. With his right hand he then takes the purificator and 
dries his fingers while going to the middle of the altar. While con- 
suming the ablution, he holds the purificator, folded over the left 
forefinger, under his chin. He then places the chalice in the center . 
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of the corporal, wipes his fingers and his lips with the purificator, 
and the interior of the chalice. After this he covers the chalice on 
the Gospel side, placing over it the purificator, the paten, the pall, the 
veil, and the burse containing the folded corporal used at Mass. 
As the latter prayer is in the singular and presupposes that Holy 
Communion has been received under both forms, it appears to be 
intended and destined for the celebrant alone, whilst the preceding 
prayer may be applicable to all who have received Communion. The 
priest prays that the transient sacramental presence of the Savior 
may produce interior and permanent effects and that it may adhere 
to his innermost soul, not as to substance but as to virtue and efficacy, 
by removing all stains of sin and preserving from them in the future. 


The Communion Antiphon 


While the priest is drying and covering the chalice, the acolyte 
removes the Missal to the Epistle side of the altar. The priest then 
reads aloud from the Missal a short antiphon called the Communion. 
The Communion antiphon does not necessarily refer to the reception 
of the Holy Eucharist, as might be supposed by its name and position. 
In former times it took the form of a canticle and was sung while 
the people were receiving Holy Communion, from whence it derives 
its name. It refers to the particular Sunday or feast which is being 
celebrated, or to the purpose for which the Mass is being offered, 
and like the /ntroit, Gradual and Offertory, varies with each Mass. 
The Communion for Corpus Christi reads: — 

As often as you shall eat this Bread and drink the Chalice, you 
shall show forth the death of the Lord, until He come: therefore 
whosoever shall eat this Bread or drink the Chalice of the Lord un- 
worthily, shall be guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord. Alleluia. 

In this instance the Communion does refer to the reception of 
the Holy Eucharist, because that is the central theme of the feast of 
Corpus Christi. It is as if the Church, by repeating the solemn words 
of the Epistle, would remind us again of the necessity of purifying 
our hearts before venturing to approach the sacred Banquet of the 
most pure Body and Blood of Christ. She praises, as it were, those 
who have received Holy Communion worthily, and issues a solemn 
warning to such as may have dared to approach the Holy Table in 
the state of mortal sin. 

In every High Mass the Communion antiphon is sung by the 
choir. It is an expression of joy and gladness, and in a mystical sense 
signifies the resurrection of Christ, over which heaven and earth rejoice 
and the multitude of angels exult. 
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Benedictines in Many Lands 





Italy — Monte Cassino 


HERE are names, the mention of which instantly arouses 

our attention — names which bid us at the same time 
to be silent and to speak. Such a name is Monte Cassino, 
for Monte Cassino is history that is eloquent and symbol 
that makes us silent and reverent. Here speaks a story 
full of splendor and of gloom, a story of human self-denials and 
loftiest attainments, a story saturated with blood and tears, a story 
of departures and of happy returns, the story at once of a fortress and 
of a stronghold of peace, the unwritten story of overcoming the world 
and of the power of God. 

Monte Cassino is likewise a symbol —the symbol of western 
monasticism. This rocky stronghold of Mt. Cassino, towering above 
the Campagna, the Patriarch St. Benedict chose in 529 for the primitive 
home of his monastic foundations. Since then, Monte Cassino has 
become for his sons, yes, for the entire Christian world, the holy 
mount, the mount of stability, the mount of affluence. Fourteen 
hundred years look up to St. Benedict with reverential awe and see 
the fullness of his life flowing down this mount and coursing through 
the world. Nor have the troubled waters of the past been able to 
extinguish this reverence. After all crises brought about through 
human agencies, after all catastrophes in nature, as often the monks 
had to flee and nothing remained but ruins, Monte Cassino again 
and again displayed a truly touching, indomitable will to rise again 
to life. 

With these thoughts in mind, its complicated history will doubtless 
become more intelligible to the reader. 

It was to Monte Cassino that St. Benedict betook himself, with 
some of his chosen disciples, when the persecutions to which he was 
subjected at Subiaco* necessitated his seeking other fields of labor. 
Great must have been the sacrifice of leaving his spiritual sons and 
the twelve monasteries which he had founded with so much labor 
at Subiaco, but he brought the sacrifice in the true spirit of the Gospel, 
and in the Divine plan it was destined for the accomplishment of 
greater good. 

A temple of Apollo crowned the summit of the mountain when 
Benedict arrived there, but in a short time he converted the neigh- 
boring inhabitants and transformed the temple into a church, which 
he dedicated to St. Martin of Tours. A little distance away he 


*See “Tabernacle and Purgatory’”’ March, 1931 





By such varied activities did the monks of St. Benedict labor to implant Christianity and civilization. 
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erected a chapel which he dedicated to St. John the Baptist. 

The natural difficulties which attended the erection of a monastery 
on that rocky site were greatly increased by the malice of the evil 
one. When he saw the monks building a house wherein God would 
be glorified, he determined to dispute every foot of ground. This 
he did in various ways, but St. Benedict, who had received the gift 
of miracles, frustrated all his diabolical designs, and presently the 
first abbey of Monte Cassino, simple though it was, stood complete. 
The church was enclosed by a wall, with towers at intervals, and 
in one of these towers the saint took up his abode. This tower is still 
preserved, and is the only portion of the present building that dates 
back to its foundation. 


First Flight from Monte Cassino 


St. Benedict spent the remainder of his life at Monte Cassino, 
and it was there he wrote his heaven-inspired Rule which has exerted 
so powerful an influence upon all subsequent generations. A short 
time before his death it was revealed to him in a vision that the 
monastery of Monte Cassino and all its possessions would in forty 
years fall into the hands of barbarians, and it was only with difficulty 
that he obtained from God the promise that the lives of his monks 
would be spared. This prophecy was literally fulfilled in 589, when 
the abbey was pillaged and burned by the Lombards who had invaded 
Italy. The monks fled to Rome, taking with them the precious copy 
of the Rule which St. Benedict had written with his own hand. Pope 
Pelagius II received them kindly, and gave them a home near the 
Lateran basilica, where they remained for about 130 years.* 

This flight became for the monks of St. Benedict the way into 
the great circle of world-history. Cassino, however, which gave to ° 
the world its Rule and the fundamentals of Christian culture, was 
silent for more than a century. It is not known why the monks 
remained away so long a time from their first abbey, whither it would 
seem the remembrance of their holy founder, the scene of his labors 
and his precious remains should have drawn them much sooner. 
But surely they must have had a great longing to return to the cradle 
of their Order, and only grave circumstances could have detained 
them. It is unlikely, however, that the abbey at Monte Cassino was 
entirely deserted during this long period, though nothing like a real 
community existed there. 





*It was from among these refugees at the Lateran that Pope 
Gregory chose monks to carry the message of the Gospel to England, 
so it was in reality the monks of Monte Cassino who carried the light 
of Faith to that island. 
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Restoration of the Abbey 


At length, however (in 718), at the instance of Pope Gregory II, 
Petronax, a noble Brescian who had become a monk in a Roman 
monastery, undertook to restore the abbey of Monte Cassino so that 
the monastic life might again flourish there. The Pope lent financial 
assistance and also supplied fervent candidates, and the monks of 
the neighboring monastery of St. Vincent also offered material aid, 
so that in two years’ time the buildings were restored and Petronax 
was Officially installed as Abbot. A church was erected over the tomb 
of St. Benedict, which, at its completion (748), was blessed by Pope 
Zachary who deeply venerated St. Benedict and was a friend and 
benefactor of the monks. The Pope’s presence at the dedication with 
a numerous retinue lent great prestige to the monastery, and was a 
source of consolation and encouragement to the monks. 

The Pope brought with him precious gifts, among them the copy 
of the Rule which the first monks had taken with them when they 
fled to Rome, and costly church ornaments. He further showed his 
favor by issuing two bulls, one of which directed that the feasts of 
St. Benedict, St. Scholastica and St. Maurus should be observed with 
the solemnity of first class festivals. An important feature of the 
other bull was that it bore testimony to the fact that Pope Zachary 
had with his own eyes beheld the remains of St. Benedict and St. 
Scholastica and had found them intact, but out of reverence had 
refrained from touching them. He further confirmed all the gifts 
made to the monastery, exempted it from episcopal jurisdiction, and 
ordained that the Abbot should enjoy the same jurisdiction as a bishop 
over the territory of the monastery. 


Rare Fruits of Learning and Holiness 


Under the wise and saintly leadership of Abbot Petronax, the 
community flourished, and the report of his virtues and success soon 
became widespread. From all sides pious youths sought admittance, 
including not a few of the nobility, among whom may be mentioned 
Carloman, the son of King Charles Martel, and Rachis, the brother 
of the great Lombard duke Astolf, both of whom are venerated as 
saints. Adelard, the nephew of Emperor Charles the Great, left the 
royal court to don the humble habit of a Benedictine monk, and for 
some years lived a retired, edifying life, until Charlemagne recalled 
him to assume an important role in the government of Italy. Paul 
the Deacon, the chancellor of the Lombard king, who gained fame 
for the monastery through his historical writings, also entered at this 
time. Monks from distant parts of Europe came to familiarize them- 
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selves with the discipline of the monastery and to transplant its tra- 
ditions to the utmost bounds of the earth. Notable among these were 
St. Willibald, from England, who remained at the monastery for ten 
years, and Sturmius, from Germany, the bei-.ed pupil of St. Boniface. 

Rare flowers of learning and holiness bloomed within the enclosure 
of Monte Cassino, so that soon the abbey became not only a school 
of sanctity and of the fear of God, but also a fountain of wisdom. 
With indefatigable zeal the monks sought to preserve the classics of 
ancient pagan ages, but more particularly the works of the fathers 
and doctors of the Church, and to multiply them by copying. The 
erudition of these monks did not escape Charles the Great, who sought 
to gain as many of them as possible for the newly founded educational 
institutes in his kingdom. 

After presiding wisely over St. Benedict’s venerable foundation 
for thirty-two years, Petronax was laid to rest near the tomb of the 
holy founder in the year 750, and he too is numbered among the 
illustrious Benedictine saints. 


From Ruins to the Zenith of Prosperity 


Toward the middle of the ninth century, the growing possessions 
of the monastery gave occasion to the Saracens for a frightful plunder. 
Again Monte Cassino fell into ruins and ashes. Again the monks were 
forced to flee for their lives. This time, however, they did not go 
to Rome, but fled to Teano and then to Capua. To both cities they 
gave bishops and archbishops, but the soft climate of Capua, which 
had drained ever people of the world of their strength of will, was 
not at all suited for the monks of Cassino, who had turned away from 
the world and its love of ease. They, too, lost their spiritual vigor, 
and not until they again reached the mount so dear to St. Benedict 
did they regain their health. Thus this mount again becomes symbolic: 
its isolation, the clear, crisp air of the height, are the favorable 
conditions for the mounting upward of the spirit. 

Within two years, the restoration of Monte Cassino was begun, 
but the greater part of the community remained at Teano until 949 
when Abbot Aligernus, a pupil of St. Odo of Cluny, effected their 
return. The autograph copy of St. Benedict’s Rule, which had been 
preserved till then through all the vicissitudes of the community’s 
existence, perished in a fire during the stay at Teano. Aligernus, 
whom the history of the monastery honors as its third founder, revived 
the best traditions of Monte Cassino, and during the thirty-six years 
he held this office, he did all in his power to bring the community 
to a flourishing condition. 

The abbey reached the zenith of its prosperity, both interiorly 
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and exteriorly, during the reign of Abbot Desiderius, who governed 
the community from 1058 until 1087, when he was elected Pope and 
was known as Victor III. Under this abbot, the most famous of all 
the successors of St. Benedict, the number of monks rose to over 
two hundred, and an excellent state of discipline was maintained. 
The buildings of the monastery were rebuilt on a scale of great 
magnificence, artists being brought from upper Italy, Amalfi, and 
even from Constantinople, to supervise the various works. The abbey 
church, which had been rebuilt and decorated with the utmost splendor, 














The monastery of Monte Cassino as it stands today. From this mountain 
streams of benediction have flowed to the four quarters of the globe. 


was consecrated in 1071 by Pope Alexander II, assisted by ten arch- 
bishops, forty-four bishops, and a vast throng of princes, abbots 
and monks. 

At this period Monte Cassino gained new scientific prestige through 
eminent scholars, and the school of copyists and miniature painters 
became famous throughout the West. Not only did incomparable 
liturgical manuscripts go forth from the busy hands of copyists, but 
there was perhaps no other place at that time where writers were so 
busily employed in preserving the treasures of antiquity. 

Among those who labored at that time, the names of Leo (later 
bishop of Ostia), Amatus and Alberich are outstanding as historians 
and chroniclers. But perhaps besides Leo and Paul the Deacon, no 
one gained such fame for the monastery as the monk Constantinus 
Africanus. It may sound exaggerated when the chronicler, Peter the 
Deacon, terms him the “teacher of the East and of the West,” but 
it remains indisputably true that he was the first to introduce the 
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medical literature of the Arabians into the West. One cannot over- 
estimate the influence of his writings. Until the fifteenth century, 
they were the standard of medical science in all universities, and 
it was with him that the University of Salerno began its world-wide 
reputation. Monte Cassino was often referred to at this time as the 
“Sinai of the West.” It was at this fountain of wisdom that the 
youthful Thomas of Aquin later imbibed much of that learning with 
which he was to enrich the Church. 


Decline and Pillage 

With the passing away of these leading men, however, it seems 
as if Monte Cassino had exhausted its powers. Its spiritual life began 
to decline. One disaster followed another. The external powers no 
longer existed; the interior life also changed. Hand upon hand — 
feudal lords and the kings of Sicily — longed to lay hold of the old 
foundation of St. Benedict. 

In 1239, Emperor Frederick II garrisoned the monastery and 
banished the monks, but they returned again under Charles of Anjou. 
In 1294, Pope Celestine V endeavored to unite Monte Cassino to his 
new order of Celestines, which attempt, however, fortunately proved 
unsuccessful. Again, in 1321, a new danger threatened, in the guise 
of a benefit. The abbot of Monte Cassino was raised to the dignity 
of a bishop and his monks were chosen canons of the cathedral. 
Though this was no doubt intended as an additional honor to the 
great abbey, it was not at all to the spiritual advantage of the mon- 
astery, for the bishops were secular prelates who never visited the 
diocese, but who nevertheless appropriated the income of the abbey 
to their personal use. As a natural consequence, the discipline relaxed, 
the number of the monks dwindled, and utter ruin seemed a mere 
question of time. And when, in 1349, the beautiful basilica erected 
by Abbot Desiderius was destroyed by an earthquake, it seemed as 
if the end had indeed come for Monte Cassino. Then Pope Urban V, 
who was himself a Benedictine, proclaimed himself abbot, appealed 
to all the Benedictine monasteries of the world* for aid, and began 
both the interior and exterior reconstruction of the motherhouse. 

In the 16th century the mother abbey entered upon a more favor- 
able period. Fresh vitality came to it from the rapidly growing 
Benedictine congregation of St. Justina of Padua, to which it was 
united in 1504, thenceforth being known as the Cassinese Congregation. 
But in 1799 the abbey again suffered a frightful plundering, this time 
~~ *During the course of the centuries, the Order had spread to many 


other European countries. These congregations will be the subject of 
subsequent articles. 
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at the hands of the French. In 1866 it was suppressed together with 
all other Italian religious houses, and was proclaimed a national mon- 
ument. It is still considered the property of the Italian Government, 
though the abbot is recognized as its guardian in view of his adminis- 
tration of the diocese, and a small community is maintained there. 
Like all the harvest fields of the Lord, the laborers at Monte Cassino 
are few in comparison with the work to be done. The monks conduct 
a lay school, with boarders, and two seminaries, one of which is re- 
served for the diocese and the other open to all. The fact that the 
abbot is likewise bishop also entails a considerable amount of diocesan 
work for the monks of Monte Cassino. 


Fourteenth Centenary 


This, in brief, is the history of Monte Cassino, the cradle of the 
venerable Benedictine Order, which, after weathering the storms of 
fourteen centuries, still shines forth as a beacon light to the spiritual 
as well as to the intellectual world. On the occasion of the celebration 
of the fourteenth centenary, in 1929, His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, 
paid it a glowing tribute in these words: “The Apostolic See could 
not but favor the famous family of the Father and Lawgiver St. 
Benedict, when it was preparing the celebration of the fourteenth 
centenary of the Archabbey of Monte Cassino, of that which was 
the ‘chief place of training in the monastic rule,’ and which has for 
so long deserved so well of the Holy See and of civilization generally. 
In saying and repeating this, We say something that is not only known 
by the learned, but which is familiar to the people, who have now 
formed a just concept of these merits. For it is the custom to repeat 
to the people... the maxim of the holy Patriarch, Pray and labor. 
No one is ignorant of the fact that the monks of the Archabbey, and 
indeed the whole family of St. Benedict, promoted the fine arts; that 
they passed on to posterity the monuments of wisdom, both Divine 
and human; that they sent preachers of the Gospel into distant regions. 
They did all this with such benefit to both the Faith and civilization 
that Our predecessor of happy memory, Pius X, wishing to express 
briefly and forcibly the just praise of Monte Cassino, could say with 
perfect truth that its annals are in great part the very history of 
the Church of Rome...” 

It is also fitting to mention here the name of Abbot Luigi Tosti 
of Monte Cassino, in whose person modern Italy recognizes one of 
its most learned and brilliant historians. At the opening of the reign 
of Pope Leo XIII (about 1880), Abbot Tosti wrote a book on the 
famous “Roman Question,” in which he proposed as settlement prac- 
tically the same solution which our present Holy Pontiff has recently 
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brought into reality. Unfortunately the book met with great opposition 
during his lifetime, but the cloud which overshadowed his name has 
since been lifted, and on the occasion of the centennial celebrations at 
Monte Cassino, he was eulogized by Cardinal Gasparri himself as 
the prophet of the Roman Question. 


Monte Cassino as It Stands Today 


Before leaving Monte Cassino, it will be interesting to cast a 
glance at this citadel of monasticism as it appears today. If one forgets 
for a moment the fertile plain below, Mt. Cassino stands, an oasis 
in a desert of mountains, the greenest and most symmetrical, if not 
the tallest of them all. The monastery almost completely caps the 
summit, and sits as a king upon his throne. The present buildings 
are in rectangular form, and from the exterior present an appearance 
rather of massiveness than of beauty. The only portion of the 
building which dates back to the foundation of the abbey is the 
ancient tower in which St. Benedict lived and wrote his holy Rule. 
This has been incorporated in one of the other buildings, and has 
been converted into a series of chapels, which have been elaborately 
decorated by monastic artists of the Beuronian school with scenes 
and inscriptions pertaining to the life of St. Benedict. 

The entrance gate leads to three square courtyards, opening into 
one another through Doric arcades which are said to have been built 
in the early 16th century. The arcade of the center courtyard is 
supported by antique marble columns which were taken from the 
ruins of the basilica built under Abbot Desiderius, and perhaps were 
at one time a part of the temple of Apollo which originally stood 
on the site where the church stands. From this courtyard, a majestic 
flight of stairs leads to the forecourt of the basilica. 

The church has been rebuilt five times during the fourteen cen- 
turies of the abbey’s existence. The present church was begun in 
1649, after the previous structure, said to have been a more beautiful 
edifice, was destroyed by an earthquake. It was not completed until 
1727, at which time it was consecrated by Pope Benedict XIII. The 
interior is surpassingly beautiful and can almost be called a mosaic 
in marble, as not only the pillars, but even the communion rails, choir 
stalls and other furnishings are constructed of small pieces of marble, 
joined together in so natural and pleasing a fashion that, as one 
admiring observer remarked, “one must look twice to detect the skill 
and patience that joined them together.” It is undoubtedly the finest 
example of Florentine mosaic work in Europe, and the color scheme 
is exquisite. There is also great variety in the woodwork, no two 
figures or ornaments being exactly alike. 
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The church is built in the form of a cross, with a dome above 
the trancept, beneath which stands the high altar. In a crypt chapel 
beneath the altar is the tomb of St. Benedict where repose the remains 
of the holy Founder and his sister St. Scholastica. This chapel is 
even more admirable and more richly decorated in marble and paint- 





The magnificently decorated crypt of the church of Monte Cassino. 
Here repose the remains of St. Benedict and St. Scholastica. 


ings than the upper church, for the latter of which it is also indebted 
to the skill of the Beuronian artists. 

The great door on the west side of the church, a bronze piece 
of the 12th century, is engraved with the names of all the parishes 
in the diocese. The Diocese of Monte Cassino, one of the most 
extensive in Italy, was formed by uniting seven ancient dioceses. 
This fact is commemorated by the interesting custom of the Abbot 
using seven different precious mitres in succession when he sings 
pontifical High Mass. 

Since Erasmus Gattola has restored and rearranged the archives, 
one realizes that there is perhaps no collection in Italy, excepting 
that of the Vatican, which can compare with that of Monte Cassino. 
Besides a vast number of documents relating to the history of the 
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abbey, the archives contain some 1400 manuscripts, chiefly patristical 
and historical, some of which are of the greatest value. During the 
last two centuries, Monte Cassino has, at the cost of much labor, 
prepared five large volumes in order to transmit to the world the 
treasures of literature, science and the arts which here lay concealed. 
The use of the library is always courteously extended to students 
wishing to avail themselves of its advantages. 

When one stands on the broad steps leading down from the court 
of Bramantes and looks down from the Loggia del Paradiso over the 
plain and the receding heights, one is enraptured by the beauty of 
the scene. This view is one of the most famous in Southern Italy. 
But, like a mountain towering above all other mountains, rises up 
the vision of the past. Shadows may have fallen upon it, but they 
vanish before the ruddy dawn which here under St. Benedict burst 
forth so radiantly; they vanish before the noon-day brightness of 
those more illustrious days of Monte Cassino, which were illustrious 
because they grew out of the deep meaning of the word: Whosoever 
would render the world a service must not implicate himself with 
the affairs of the world. 

With justice has Monte Cassino been called the school of saints, 
the citadel of art and science, for from this mountain, streams of 
benediction have poured forth to the ends of the earth. Of this, the 
coat-of-arms of Monte Cassino is uniquely symbolic, consisting of a 
tower on a mountain from which springs forth a stream which divides 
into rivulets and flows over barren rocks, rendering them fruitful. 
May it continue to be to future ages, as it has been to the past, 
not only a fountain of learning, but above all a school of holiness 


and of the fear of God! 


— 2 oe + 


The Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict is widely used; its power over 
the evil spirit has been experienced by countless persons in every clime. 
Little, however, is known outside the cloister, of St. Benedict himself. 
This illustrious servant of God was not only a teacher and guide of 
monks, but a most compassionate helper of the faithful in their many 
necessities of body and soul. 


July 11th is the feast of the Patronage of St. Benedict. Send for 
the booklet: St. Benedict, the Beloved of God to prepare for the feast 
by a novena. This brochure, in addition to an interesting sketch of 
the saint’s life, contains the history of the Medal of St. Benedict, its 
origin, use and powerful efficacy; also prayers. 

Price 10¢ per copy; reduction for quantities; postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“Wizard’s Clip’* 





§ DAM Livingston, a confirmed bigot, lived on an estate of 
™ seventy acres not far from Charlestown, West Virginia. 
One night, in 1794, a stranger was given a room at Liv- 
ingston’s home. He was suddenly taken ill and begged his 
host to send for a priest. Livingston replied that he 
knew no Catholic priest, and if he did know one, he would never allow 
him to cross his threshold. 

That night the stranger died. Livingston called in a neighbor, 
Jacob Foster, and asked him to “sit up with the corpse.” Foster 
consented, but when he tried to light some candles they flickered and 
went out. He procured other candles, but they too flickered and went 
out. Livingston then furnished more candles, but they likewise flickered 
and became extinguished in some unaccountable way. 

“The night of the burial,” Father Curran tells us, “as Livingston 
lay in bed, he was disturbed by the sound of horses galloping around 
his house. He left his bed, often went outside to investigate, and 
though it was a beautiful moonlight night, he could see no horses. 


Evils Pile on the Bigot 


“A week after the stranger’s funeral, Livingston’s barn burned 
down; all his cattle died, the crockeryware tumbled from the cupboard 
and was smashed, his money disappeared, the heads of his chickens 
and turkeys dropped off, chunks of burning wood leaped from the 
fireplace. 

“Then something new happened. Livingston ceaselessly heard 
the sound of shears in his house; week in and week out, it lasted 
the twenty-four hours of the day and night. His bed sheets, counter- 
panes, blankets, saddles, clothing, etc., all showed half-moons clipped 
in them. The clipping continued for three months; the invisible shears 
worked on.” 

When neighbors heard the story from Livingston’s lips, they felt 
he had gone mad. Then they began to investigate. Persons from 
points of thirty miles distance went to the home, and found that what 
Livingston had told them was true. A Presbyterian woman went to 
the house. As she entered, she put her black silk cap in her pocket. 
When ready to leave, she took out her cap to put it on, but found 





*This is a summary of the original story of ‘“Wizard’s Clip’’ which 
was written for “The Baltimore Catholic Review” by Rev. John A. 
Curran and which appeared in the Review of October 28, 1922. Con- 
firmation of the facts has been obtained from the same Rev. John A. 
Curran, May 10, 1931. 








86 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


that it, too, had been clipped in the form of a half-moon. 

Three young men who had laughed at Livingston’s story went 
to the house to enjoy a lark. As they sat in front of the fireplace, 
stones leaped from it into the middle of the room. These were only 
a few incidents of verification. 

Livingston’s Dream 

One night Mr. Livingston dreamed he was climbing a high 
mountain, the ascent of which was very toilsome. He had to clutch 
at roots and bushes for support. On reaching the summit, he saw 
“an imposing person dressed in robes,” and heard a voice which 
said: “This is the man who can relieve you.” Mrs. Livingston, who 
had heard her husband groan, awakened him, and to her he related 
his dream. 

“Livingston,” Father Curran writes, “was advised by friends to 
see members of the McSherry family, Catholics, who lived nearby. 
The McSherrys told him a priest was to say Mass at Shepherdstown 
the next Sunday and advised the tormented man to see him. Accord- 
ingly, Mr. Livingston went with a friend to the Shepherdstown church 
on Sunday. As soon as he saw the priest, Rev. Dennis Cahill, ap- 
proach the altar, vested for Mass, he said to his friend: “That is the 
very man I saw in my dream; he is the one the voice told me would 
relieve me of my troubles.’” 


Priest Says Mass; Evils Disappear 


Livingston saw Father Cahill after Mass. The priest felt inclined 
to look upon him as one whose mind had been jangled out of tune; 
but Livingston would not accept a refusal. He implored Father 
Cahill to come to his house; he besought the priest not to deny his 
wishes. Father Cahill thought over the matter, subsequently went 
to the house, said Mass there, and Livingston was no longer annoyed. 

Livingston afterwards became a convert to the Faith and be- 
queathed his property to the Catholic Church. He died in 1802 and 
for many decades litigation continued over his will. The church in 
the diocese of Richmond eventually received the property. : 


Mass Said on “All Souls’ Day” 

The late Bishop Denis J. O’Connell of Richmond, who with others 
had authenticated the happenings at the Livingston home, decreed that 
a Mass should be said every year on All Souls’ Day at Wizard’s Clip. 
This custom has been continued. Every year, priests and people from 


Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland assist at Mass there and many 
visit the grave of “The Stranger” who by Livingston was denied the 
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visit of a priest; every year on that day, priests and people pray for 
the repose of the soul of “The Stranger” and Adam Livingston. 
* * 
We trust that the foregoing will be received not merely as a 


“ghost story,” but as a salutary admonition on the necessity of pro- 
viding a priest for the dying. 





The Influence of His Presence 





vocations, one of the speakers related the following 
SWatg-oy @| incident: — A Parisian Chaplain was called to a sick 
we Sas) person in a thoroughly disreputable section of the city. 

It was early in the morning, the time when all electric 
cars and auto-busses are crowded with workmen. He took the Blessed 
Sacrament, put on his overcoat over his surplice, and waited for a 
car at the nearest stopping place. But when the car finally arrived 
it was already overcrowded. Two persons stepped out. “Room for 
two!” called the conductor, but before the chaplain could enter, others 
who had been waiting with him had taken the places. Fearing lest 
he might arrive too late if he were delayed, the chaplain opened his 
overcoat to show the white surplice and stole and said appealingly: 
“T must go to a sick person.” Immediately room was made, and the 
conductor said quietly: “Step in!” 

Instantly all loud talking in the entire car ceased; newspapers 
were quietly folded and put aside. It seemed as if everyone felt 
overawed by the Divine Presence. One of the workmen offered his 
seat to the priest, saying: “Here, Rev. Father, this is a better place 
for you.” During the entire ride, profound seriousness reigned. 
Perhaps the people were thinking of their first Holy Communion, 
and many a one perhaps also of his last. 

When finally the priest was to alight at the end of his ride, 
before stepping out of the car he turned to the men and said, with 
deep emotion: “I thank you, sirs!” One of them answered, respect- 
fully: “Not at all, it was the least we could do!” 

The speaker who related this seemingly insignificant incident 
added: “Do you not think one could make something out of these 
people if there were only more priests to lead and instruct them?” — 
And has not the Holy Eucharist a marvelously sanctifying power over 
those who come under the sway of Its Divine influence! 
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Your One Opportunity 
to help complete the Eucharistic Memorial at 
Mundelein, Illinois 





fm T the dedication of the Benedictine Convent of Per- 
#} petual Adoration at Mundelein, Illinois, on June 7, 
1928, His Eminence Cardinal Mundelein exchanged 
reminiscenses of the Eucharistic Congress with the 
attending prelates. Among other edifying and 
humorous recollections of that great event, His Eminence said 
the Chicago police force accused him of convening prematurely 
the General Judgment — so vast were the throngs that surged 
through the city on the occasion of the great Eucharistic Congress. 
Yes, dear reader, just refer to a picture of Children’s Day of the 
Congress. See the immense multitude which filled the Stadium 
and overflowed into the streets beyond. They had come from 
east and west, from the north and the south, to do homage to their 
Hidden God. The 28th International Eucharistic Congress of 
Chicago has been styled the outstanding event in Catholic history. 
Never before had such a vast throng congregated in one place 
for one sole purpose. That one purpose was to honor the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. And lest the spirit of faith and love displayed 
with such edifying fervor during those days should vanish, a 
memorial of the great Congress was conceived in the form of a 
Church of Perpetual Adoration. Everyone in that enormous con- 
course of people in the Stadium during the Congress was in- 
terested; their presence proclaimed the fact. Assuredly, then, 
everyone of those numberless spectators must be interested in 
the Memorial which is to commemorate that wonderful manifes- 
tation of Catholic faith in the Holy Eucharist. 

Our esteemed friends who have been reading ‘“Tabernacle 
and Purgatory’ during the past few years are aware that a Con- 
vent of Perpetual Adoration by the Benedictine Sisters of Clyde, 
Missouri, was dedicated June 7, 1928, on the site of the closing 
procession of the Eucharistic Congress. They are also acquainted 
with the facts of the beginning of a permanent Adoration Church 
on June 13, 1930, as Perpetual Adoration and unceasing Expo- 
sition of the Most Blessed Sacrament is continued by the Bene- 
dictine Sisters only in a small temporary Chapel. Now as we 
commemorate the 5th anniversary of the great Eucharistic Con- 
gress, let our souls be thrilled anew with the grandeur of the 
solemn honors accorded our Hidden God five years ago, and let 
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our hearts be moved to hasten the hour when our Lord may reign 
on a fitting throne being prepared for Him at Mundelein. 

Work on the Adoration Church of Our Lady of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament has been discontinued for the present for lack 
of funds. The exterior is complete, and the structure is under 
roof, but additional donations are required before it will be 
possible to complete the interior. A gift from every reader of 
these lines, and the Eucharistic Congress Memorial at Mundelein 
would soon be ready for services. Your offering will help trans- 
form the unfinished interior into a worthy sanctuary of perpetual 
adoration. Yes, let us keep burning the mystic candles of faith 
and love lighted at the Eucharistic Congress by contributing to 
this Memorial. 

To the Poor: Give the alms of your prayers. The widow's 
mite is most gratefully received. A small sacrifice for God merits 
an eternal recompense. 

To the Rich: A few substantial donations would complete 
this Eucharistic shrine, and the reward for this good deed would 
be treasured up for you in heaven. 

During the time of this 5th anniversary of the Eucharistic 
Congress, let us receive from each of our dear readers 


A Dollar or a Dime! 


To those interested in special articles of interior furnishing 
still required for the Adoration Church, we shall be pleased to 
send an itemized list. 

The name of every donor toward our Eucharistic shrine is 
placed on the altar near the throne whereon our merciful Savior 
is exposed day and night. Our benefactors also share in the 
unceasing prayers offered both at Clyde and Mundelein. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





A man writes: ‘I would be deeply grateful to God if I could send 
you a check in five figures so as to hasten the completion of this 
chapel. It is a source of amazement to me that some Catholics in a 
position to do so, would not quickly seize upon this golden opportunity 
of sending a worthwhile donation for so worthy a purpose — so pleas- 
ing to God and so profitable to one’s self.’ 


From Ohio: “Please find enclosed $5.00 which I am donating to 
the Mundelein Chapel. It brought tears to my eyes when I saw the 
unfinished picture of it, but Sister, surely our dear Lord will accept 
the sacrifice I am making in order to give Him this small sum. I am 
sending it free from my heart to God’s Home.” 
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The Saint of the Whole World 


Continued 





The Miser’s Heart 


m™ MOST detestable vice, which existed also in St. Anthony’s 
a 6©day, is the practice of usury. Anthony had often de- 
nounced it from the pulpit, but conversions were rare. 
Once while he was preaching in Florence a wealthy and 
avaricious usurer died, and Anthony was requested to 
deliver the funeral oration. Knowing by Divine revelation 
that the usurer had been condemned on account of his avarice, the 
holy preacher chose for his text the words: ‘‘Where thy treasure is, 
there is thy heart also.’”’ In the course of his sermon, he applied to 
the deceased the words which our Lord spoke of the miser: ‘The 
rich man died, and was buried in hell,’’ and then to the horror of all 
present he declared that the man whom they were now burying was 
a miser and a usurer and was therefore buried in hell where he must 
suffer for all eternity. 

To prove his statement, he told the people to go to the coffer 
where the miser had stored his treasures, and there in the midst of 
them they would find his heart. This indeed proved true, for when 
they opened the coffer they found the heart of the miser, still warm, 
in the midst of his money. Hastening back to the church, they ex- 
amined the corpse, and found that it was without a heart. 

Needless to say, this incident effected many conversions where 
words had failed to make an impression, and its lesson is not without 
application to the corrupt practices still indulged in for the purpose 
of acquiring gain. 





Restorer of Things Lost 


St. Anthony is perhaps best known to his clients as the restorer 
of lost articles. Countless are the lost treasures which, after a vain 
search, have come to light upon invoking the saint, in a manner which 
clearly showed the intervention of a supernatural power. The miracle 
which perhaps gave rise to the practice of calling upon St. Anthony 
for the restoration of things lost or stolen was the following: — 

The saint had, with assiduous labor, compiled with his own hand 
a book of psalms, with an explanation of each as it had come to him 
from God in prayer and meditation. This book was invaluable to 
him in his work of instructing the younger friars. One day a novice, 
tired of the religious life, left the monastery, and carried off St. 
Anthony’s book. The saint, on discovering his loss, was much grieved, 
but his heart was still more saddened at the unhappy state of the 
culprit’s soul. He begged God to have compassion on the youth and to 
restore to him the precious book, and his trustful prayer was im- 
mediately answered. At that moment the novice was about to cross 
a bridge, but was suddenly confronted by a terrifying apparition which 
threateningly ordered him to carry back the stolen manuscript. Hor- 
rified, the novice immediately returned to the monastery, and with true 
contrition and humility restored the book and implored the saint’s 
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forgiveness. Thus St. Anthony received again his holy book, and the 
novice returned to the religious life and this time became a true son 
of St. Francis. 


Lover of the Child Jesus and the Blessed Virgin Mary 


St. Anthony -lived in most intimate union with our Lord and His 
Blessed Mother, amd enjoyed the favor of sweet intercourse with them. 
One night, a nobléman named Tiso, from whom Anthony often accepted 
hospitality on his preaching tours, perceived rays of brilliant light 
issuing from beneath the door of Anthony’s room. Impelled by curi- 
osity, he peeped through the key-hole and beheld a vision which thrilled 
him with rapture. On the open Gospel book lying on the little table 
before which the saint was kneeling stood a Child of wondrous beauty, 
enveloped in a flood of light. His little arms encircled the neck of 
the enraptured Anthony, whom He covered with the most tender 
caresses, and by whom He was in turn caressed with tender and 
reverent affection. It required no proof that the ravishing baby form 
was that of the Divine Child of Bethlehem, who thus filled the pure 
heart of His devoted servant with celestial bliss. 

Anthony begged his host not to disclose this apparition to anyone 
during his lifetime, and it was not until after the saint’s death that 
Tiso related what he had seen on that memorable night. 

St. Anthony’s sermons on the Blessed Virgin were masterpieces, 
and his fervent, tender words revealed the ardor of his devotion to 
the sweet Mother of God. She too showed her love for him by appear- 
ing to him and giving him marks of her tender affection. Being born 
on the feast of the Assumption, the saint was especially devoted to this 
mystery of Our Lady’s life, and it grieved him deeply to hear anyone 
contradict the doctrine of her bodily assumption into heaven. Once, 
on the eve of the Assumption, when St. Anthony was tenderly medi- 
tating in his cell on the great glory of the Blessed Virgin, she appeared 
to him, beautiful and resplendent with light, and assured him that he 
could preach the doctrine of her assumption without fear, for God 
had indeed received her into heaven with body and soul. 


His Death 


Worn out by long fast and by his unremitting labors, St. Anthony’s 
strength finally gave way, and on the evening of June 13, 1231, he 
departed this life, at the early age of thirty-six years. With his last 
strength he joyfully intoned his favorite hymn in honor of the Blessed 
Virgin; then, with enraptured gaze his eyes remained fixed upon an 
invisible object. When someone asked him what he saw, he replied: 
“T see my God.’”’ Thus did he yield up his angelic soul into the hands 
of his Creator, for whose love he had spent all his powérs. 

The friars, fearing the crowds of people would be too great, re- 
solved to keep the death of the saint a secret until after his burial. 
But little children ran through the streets of Padua, crying: “The 
Saint is dead!’’ and in less than an hour the news had spread through 
the entire city. The funeral was a triumphal procession and many 
astounding miracles took place. Scarcely had the tomb been sealed 
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when it became the centre of pilgrimages and the scene of multiplied 
wonders. 

By an exception perhaps unique in the history of the Church, 
Anthony was solemnly canonized by Gregory IX on May 30, 1232, less 








Death of St. Anthony of Padua 


than one year after his death, and both his parents had the singular 
happiness of assisting at the triumph of their son. 

Thirty-two years later, the remains of the saint were exhumed, 
and it was found that though the body had crumbled to dust, the 
tongue was intact and retained its natural fresh color. Thus did God 
show how highly He esteemed that blessed tongue which had so 
eloquently proclaimed His truths and His mercies. Padua is happy 
to possess this relic, which still retains its life-like condition. 





Devotions to St. Anthony 


HE unbroken chain of miracles wrought through the 
intercession of St. Anthony, which have come down 
through the seven centuries since his death, has bound 
countless hearts with fetters of love and confidence to this 
amiable son of St. Francis. Perhaps there is no other 
saint in the glorious annals of the Church who enjoys such universal 
popularity as does St. Anthony. This is due, no doubt, in part, to 
his lovable traits of character, but, above all, to the readiness with 
which he comes to the aid of his clients in whatever necessity they 
call upon him. 

Not only on earth does this privileged saint enjoy a love of 
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predilection, but in heaven, too, he seems to be a Divine favorite, for 
he appears to have unlimited access to the treasures of God’s grace. 
Corporal as well as spiritual infirmities disappear under his healing 
touch; lost treasures of body no less than lost treasures of soul are 
restored to him who confidently invokes St. Anthony’s aid. His power, 
unlike that confided to many of the saints, is not confined to any need 
in particular, but embraces every human contingency. Yet, in the 
course of time custom has favored certain forms of devotion, and the 
intentions for which he is most often invoked are: 

1. The restoration of things lost or stolen. 
The recovery of health. 
The success of temporal undertakings. 
To obtain employment. 
To obtain or preserve purity of heart. 
The choice of a vocation. 


The Nine or Thirteen Tuesdays 


The pious practices most commonly employed to obtain these 
favors are the so-called Nine Tuesdays, and also the Thirteen Tuesdays. 
Tuesday is selected especially for devotion to St. Anthony because it 
was on that day of the week his holy remains were entombed, attended 
by a great number of striking miracles. In the early part of the 17th 
century, the saint himself, in a vision, recommended to a devout client 
to receive Holy Communion for nine consecutive Tuesdays in his honor. 
She did so, and her prayer was answered, and since that time this 
devotion has been universally adopted as a means to supplicate St. 
Anthony’s assistance in needs of soul and body. The fervor of the 
faithful, however, not content with devoting only nine Tuesdays in 
honor of St. Anthony, gradually extended the number to thirteen, in 
remembrance of the date of his blessed death which occurred on the 
13th day of the month. These Tuesdays may be kept at any time 
of the year, but the devotion is particularly recommended for the 
nine or thirteen Tuesdays immediately preceding the Feast of St. 
Anthony, June 13th. 

Whoever wishes to perform this devotion should visit a church 
for nine or thirteen consecutive Tuesdays, and there offer fervent 
prayers in honor of the saint. It is also an excellent practice, and 
one most pleasing to God and His faithful servant St. Anthony, to 
assist at Holy Mass on these days and receive Holy Communion. 
Persons, however, who find it impossible to visit a church may 
perform their devotions at home before a picture or statue of the 
saint. Many beautiful prayers have been composed to supplicate the 
aid of the great Wonderworker, but one is free to use whatever form 
of prayer he chooses. 

To further increase the efficacy of their prayers, many persons 
give or promise to give an alms toward some charitable work, burn 
candles or vigil lights, pray for the poor souls, have Holy Masses 
offered, etc., in St. Anthony’s honor. It is also a laudable custom to 
make a resolution at the beginning of the novena to practice one or 
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other of the virtues in which St. Anthony most excelled, such as 
humility, obedience, patience, meekness, charity, modesty, self-denial 
and love of God. 

Holy Church has sanctioned these devotions by granting special 
indulgences to those who perform them with proper dispositions. 


St. Anthony’s Bread 


One of the sweetest delights of St. Anthony while still on earth 
was to distribute bread to the poor, and his clients have learned 
through experience that one of the most effectual ways of obtaining 
his aid is to give alms in his honor. This form of charity has been 
beautifully named “St. Anthony’s Bread,” and is of comparatively 
recent origin. In the year 1890, a young woman of Toulon, on 
arriving at her shop one morning found that all efforts to unlock the 
door failed. She called upon a locksmith to assist her, but he tried 
all his keys without success. Thereupon ne recommended that the 
door be forced open, as the only course remaining. The pious young 
woman fervently invoked St. Anthony, promising to distribute a cer- 
tain number of loaves of bread among the poor in his honor if her 
door should be opened without breaking the lock. She then begged 
the locksmith to make one more attempt. He did so, selecting a key 
at random, and the door yielded immediately. In gratitude, the 
young woman promoted this practice among her friends and acquaint- 
ances, and sO many and great were the favors thus obtained that it 
soon became widespread. 

It seems as if St. Anthony, through this “‘Bread for the Poor,” 
by intermingling the supernatural with the common affairs of everyday 
life, wishes to lead the worldly-minded to higher ambitions, and those 
who are absorbed in temporal things, to Christian benevolence. It is 
as if he wished to inculcate that saying which our Lord repeated in 
s© many ways during His lifetime: “‘Give and it shall be given to 
you... With the same measure that you shall mete withal, it shall 
be measured to you again.”’ 

Through St. Anthony’s Bread, a great source of miracles has 
been opened to us. It would require volumes to recount all the 
spiritual and temporal favors which St. Anthony has obtained and 
still obtains for those who by this means implore his aid. Here on 
earth we must undergo many trials; we are constantly in need of 
God’s assistance. In our countless needs, both spiritual and temporal, 
we may hope to obtain certain and effectual help through St. Anthony’s 
Bread for the Poor.* 


How to Pray to St. Anthony 


We should approach the saint with hearts purged in the waters 
of confession and Holy Communion, for how can we expect him to 
intercede for us if we are at enmity with God? 


*St. Anthony was a great lover of the Blessed Sacrament. Through a happy coinci- 
dence, work on our Perpetual Adoration Church at Mundelein was commenced on his 
feast (1930). We feel confident that he is one of the heavenly protectors of this under- 
taking and that he anticipates the day when His beloved Lord will there be worthily 








| 
| 
| 
| 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 95 


The essential requisite in imploring the aid of St. Anthony is a 
lively faith and unbounded confidence in his intercession. Yet this 
confidence must not degenerate into superstition, but rather must be 
tempered with childlike resignation to the holy will of God. We must 
bear in mind that though St. Anthony’s intercession be great and 
powerful, God will not grant our requests unless they be conducive 
to the welfare of our souls. In His inscrutable decrees, God often 
wishes us to carry a certain cross, and will not take it from us until 
His designs are fulfilled. Yet if He sees fit not to grant our prayers 
in some particular instance, we may rest assured that He will bestow 
other and more precious graces than those for which we have asked, 
and we must therefore not grow discouraged, but pray with perse- 
verance. 





‘‘Where the Brook and River Meet’’ 


J : 4) ISHING to follow in the footsteps of Mary, a young per- 
son left her family and the world, entered a religious 
community and chose the name of Rose. “I wish,” said 
she, “to resemble the holy Mother of Jesus, whom I have 
always honored and tenderly loved. I know the Church 
calls her the Mystical Rose because her Heart, like a sweet-smelling 
rose, exhales the delicious perfume of every virtue which she practiced 
in the highest degree of perfection. This name will remind me con- 
stantly that I ought to imitate so holy a Mother and so sublime a 
model, and become perfect even as the Blessed Virgin Mary is perfect. 
Each day I will meditate on one of her virtues and make it the rule 
of my conduct. At the beginning of all my actions I will say: “What 
did Mary do under such circumstances, or what would she have done 
in my place?’” 

The young religious imitated her model so faithfully that she 
herself became a model to the community, which she edified by her 
tender and increasing piety. Her companions venerated her and called 
her St. Rose. She died at the age of fifty-three, rich in sanctity and 
merit, preserving even after death her freshness and virginal beauty, 
like a newly opened rose, which impressed all who came to pray 
beside her holy remains. 

Now, at the close of the school year, many a young maiden — 
“Standing with reluctant feet, Where the brook and river meet, 
Maidenhood and childhood fleet” — gazes anxiously into the future, 
eager to learn what may be the destiny which Divine Providence has 
assigned to her. The world beckons, holds out alluring prospects, 


enthroned. Therefore we solicit that your offerings for ‘‘St. Anthony’s Bread’’ be 
given toward the completion of this holy sanctuary, where the true ‘‘Bread’’ the 
‘Bread of Eternal Life,’’ will be constantly preserved and mystically distributed 
among countless hungering souls. 
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promises to lay at her feet all the prizes that beauty, charm, talent 
and intellect can capture. Yet, above and beyond, another vision 
beckons her. A faithful Child of Mary, she has learned during her 
school years to love and to venerate that Immaculate Mother and to 
strive to imitate her glorious virtues. She sees the path of religious 
life stretch out before her, strait and narrow, promising none of the 
things which the world so highly prizes, but terminating in a realm 
of unending bliss, where her Blessed Mother will receive her and 
present her as a bride to the Spotless Lamb, whom she shall “follow 
whithersoever He goeth.” 

Take courage, then, young maiden! Let not the allurements of the 
world blind you to that vision which Mary Immaculate holds up before 
your soul. Pray to this good Mother that she may support you and 
direct your faltering steps, so that, if God pleases, you may take up the 
sweet yoke of the religious life, and, in the imitation of her virtues, 
become a true Child of Mary and a Spouse of her Divine Son. 

To young ladies interested in the life of a Benedictine Sister of 
Perpetual Adoration we recommend our beautiful illustrated brochure, 
“The Angelic Service,” a copy of which may be had upon request. 
We shall gladly correspond with anyone desiring information relative 
to joining our Community. 

Kindly address: Ven. Mother M. Dolorosa, Prioress 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Words of Warning 


An esteemed priest, who read the article A Voice from Beyond 
in the June issue of Tabernacle and Purgatory writes us: “That article 
should be read over and over again. If a saintly religious, who 
had done so much good for God, had to suffer so intensely in pur- 
gatory because he did not always do it with a perfectly good inten- 
tion, what will happen to those who do so little for the Heavenly 
Master, and even that little so carelessly? Beware, readers of that 
excellent publication, of thinking lightly of things which are proved 
beyond any doubt, as is this apparition from purgatory of the late 
Father Matthew Lecomte of Jerusalem. From time to time the merciful 
God gives us such warnings! Let us heed and profit by them!” 
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From Illinois: “I have ordered seven booklets from you and they 
are so. wonderful that instead of spending money I save it to buy 
those wonderful booklets. I would rather have the booklets than all 
the candy in the world.” 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
A means to honor the Heavenly Father, to obtain the conversion 
of sinners and release for the poor souls. Reflections and prayers. 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
Origin and object of these devotions; their beauty and value; how 
to practice them. Suitable reflections and prayers for each. 
Devotion to the Holy Face 
Reflections on our Lord’s adorable Face in His childhood, His 
Passion, His resurrection. Beautiful prayers and salutations. 


Above booklets 5¢ each, postage extra. Reduction for quantities. 


Message of the Sacred Heart 


History of the heart-warming message, which the saintly Pope Pius 
X pronounced “truly beautiful;’’ union of Christ with the soul. 
3 booklets for 10¢, postage extra. Reduction for quantities. 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All 


The great Gift of Jesus present in our midst as our companion 
in exile; our pledge of salvation, our fountain of grace. Prayers. 


God with Us in the Blessed Sacrament 


God’s proof of love as our Emmanuel; how all devotions can be 
united in the excellent devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 


The Bread of Life 


Interestingly explains: Holy Communion, the Food of our soul; 
fruits of frequent Communion; Mass prayers; various prayers. 


Eucharistic Miracles 
Accounts of numerous manifestations to strengthen our faith in 
the Holy Eucharist; Benediction; 14 pages of beautiful prayers. 


Come, Let Us Adore 


‘Two hours of adoration: praise and atonement, in honor of the 
Sacred Heart. Excellent for visits and First Friday devotions. 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 


How the Heart of Jesus has proved His love for the children of 
men; how we should return love for love and offer atonement. 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
Short history of this devotion. Its spirit and object. How to 
perform the Enthronement. Complete prayers for ceremonial. 


Six Discourses on the Enthronement By Rev. P. Matheo — 


its apostle. Simply and charmingly he relates some of the wonders 
effected in homes where our Lord had been enthroned as King. 


Above booklets 10¢ each, postage extra. Reduction for quantities. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Conception College and Academy 
Conception, Missouri 
A classical High School and College conducted by the 
Benedictine Fathers. Special attention given to young men otf 
moderate means who wish to prepare for the holy Priesthood. 
For catalog apply to the Rev. Rector. 


St. Joseph’s Academy 
Clyde, Missouri 
Boarding School for Girls and Young Ladies 


Conducted by 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Courses: Thorough and Practical Terms: Reasonable 
Location: Beautiful, Healthful and Homelike 


lor particulars address: The Sister Directress 


Good St. Ann 


(Feast July 26th; the novena begins July 17th) 


A booklet for all, but especially for Christian Mothers, of whom 
St. Ann is the patron. It extols the dignity, sanctity and intercessory 
power of the mother of Our Lady, and contains a litany and prayers 
in her honor. Price 5¢ each. Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 





Jesus in the Hearts of Litthe Children 


A complete prayer-book for children. It contains two Mass 
devotions; Confession and Communion devotions; devotions for 
Benediction; Way of the Cross; litanies; 8 visits to the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, and what especially delights children, 28 de- 
votion-inspiring pictures. 160 pages; print large and clear. 

A nun from Cincinnati writes: ‘‘Each year we appreciate these 
books more, since the prayers are so simple and childlike and the 
pictures so inspiring.” 

A Missionary Father: “The pictures, contents, print and paper 
make them very attractive.” 

BLACK Pin American Seal, Morocco grain leather, red under gold edges, sound 
corners, stamped in genuine gold on front, 75 cts. 

WHITE seal grain imitation leather, red under gold edges, round corners stamped 
in gold on front, 75 cts. 

Black, white, blue or rose cloth, round corners, stamped in imitation gold on 


front, 50 cts. 
Black, white, blue or red flexible cloth, cut flush, round ccrners, 30 cts. 


Please state kind and color desired. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





